
 

Upper School Summer Reading - 2018 

 
Form IX: The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston. Publisher: Vintage. ISBN 
978-0679721888.  
 

The Form IX summer reading is Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Woman Warrior, winner of 
the National Books Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction in 1976. Presented in five parts, 
Kingston’s coming-of-age story can be challenging because of its unusual narrative 
technique: it blends autobiography, Chinese legend, and “talk-story,” a form of oral 
storytelling. The book also contains minor sexual references and scenes in which people 
(and animals) are treated cruelly or killed. Thematically, The Woman Warrior offers a 
valuable opportunity to discuss issues of cultural and generational differences, 
assimilation, stereotypes, and sexism. The book also broadens our study of mythology in 
English IX and serves as a counterpart to the second coming-of-age work we will read, 
Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre.  
 
When reading The Woman Warrior, it may help to keep these questions in mind: · The 
storytelling in the book is not always straightforward, and sometimes, different versions 
of a story are given. In each of the five sections, who is telling the story, to whom, and 
why? What parts of the story are given as a firsthand or secondhand account? How do 
competing versions of a story affect our understanding of what is true? · The book 
presents a range of female characters: some are warriors, others are healers, still others 
are outcasts. What do each of their stories teach Maxine (as a character in the book)?  

 

Form X: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Publisher: Scribner. ISBN 978-0743273565.  

 
Form XI: Survey of British Literature: Beowulf. Translated by Seamus Heaney. Publisher: W.W. 

Norton. ISBN 9780393320978.  

 
Form XI: AP Literature and Composition (2 texts):  

(1) Beowulf. Translated by Seamus Heaney. Publisher: W.W. Norton. ISBN 9780393320978. And 

(2) Coriolanus by William Shakespeare. Folger Shakespeare Library. Publisher: Simon & 

Schuster. ISBN 978-0671722586.  

 
Form XII: Contemporary Texts and Cultural Criticisms: No summer reading  

 
Form XII: Playwriting: No summer reading.  

 
Form XII: Shakespeare and Contemporary Interpretation: Macbeth by William Shakespeare. 

Folger Shakespeare Library. Publisher: Simon & Schuster. ISBN 978-0743477109 

 


