
A note on content warnings:

CWs were included as extensively as possible, but some entries may be

incomplete. Here are some recommended resources for finding out more

information:

BookTriggerWarnings

CommonSenseMedia

DoesTheDogDie?

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Ms. Kennedy at

mkennedy@columbusschoolforgirls.org.

Happy reading!



Realistic Fiction

Abtahi, Olivia. Perfectly Parvin. 2021.

After getting dumped at freshman orientation for being "too much," Parvin

decides to change everything about herself to get the ultimate homecoming date

to make her ex jealous (which is a lot harder than she thought). Laugh out loud

funny.

Chesil. The Color of the Sky Is the Shape of the Heart. Translated by Takami Nieda,

2022.

Ginny Park is about to get expelled from high school—again. Ginny has always

been in-between. She can't bring herself to open up to anyone about her past, or

about what prompted her to flee her native Japan. In witty and brutally honest

vignettes, and interspersed with old letters from her expatriated family in North

Korea, Ginny recounts her adolescence growing up Zainichi, an ethnic Korean

born in Japan, and the incident that forced her to leave years prior.

Clayton, Dhonielle, and Sona Charaipotra. The Rumor Game. 2022.

At Foxham Prep, a posh private school for the children of DC's elite, a single

rumor has the power to ruin a life. Nobody knows that better than Bryn. Now it's

the start of a new school year and the spotlight has shifted to Georgia and it

grants her Foxham stardom . . . but it also makes her a target. One person close to

the drama has the power to stop the gossip in its tracks. The question is―do they

even want to? CW: bullying, abuse, racism, self-harm.

Ferguson, Jenny. The Summer of Bitter and Sweet. 2022.

Lou has enough confusion in front of her this summer. She'll be working in her

family's ice-cream shack with her newly ex-boyfriend and her former best friend,

King, who disappeared three years ago without a word. But when she gets a letter

from her biological father—a man she hoped would stay behind bars for the rest

of his life—Lou immediately knows that she cannot meet him. When her family's

business comes under threat, she soon realizes that she can't ignore her father

forever. CW: assault, racism, substance abuse.

Glasgow, Kathleen. You'd Be Home Now. 2021.

Emory Ward has long been invisible. Everyone in the town of Mill Haven knows

her as the rich girl; her workaholic parents see her as their good child. Then

Emory and her brother, Joey, are in a car accident in which a girl dies. Joey

wasn't driving, but he had nearly overdosed on heroin. Mill Haven wants

everyone to live one story, but Emmy's beginning to see that people are more

than they appear. CW: substance abuse.

Namey, Laura Taylor. When We Were Them. 2021.

It's the week of graduation, and Willa is left with only a memory box filled with

symbols of the friendship she destroyed between herself, Luz, and Britton. As

Willa tries to find a way back to them, she must confront the why of her betrayal,

and answer a question she never saw coming: Who is she without them?



Romance

Heron, Farah. Tahira in Bloom. 2021.

When Tahira Janmohammad's coveted fashion internship falls through, her

parents have a Plan B. Tahira will work in her aunt's boutique in the small town

of Bakewell, the flower capital of Ontario. But she just can't deal with Rowan

Johnston, the rude, totally obsessive garden-nerd next door with frayed cutoffs

and terrible shoes. Rowan is also just the plant-boy Tahira needs to help win the

Bakewell flower-arranging contest―an event that carries clout in New York City,

of all places. And with designers, of all people. Connections that she needs.

Jaigirdar, Adiba. Hani and Ishu's Guide to Fake Dating. 2021.

Easygoing Hani and overachieving Ishu couldn't be less alike - and they definitely

don't like each other. But when fates collide and they pretend to date each other,

things start to get messy...

McDowell, Kara. This Might Get Awkward. 2022.

Socially awkward Gemma Wells finds herself in the middle of the summer's

wildest drama when she rescues her crush from drowning during a boating

accident. He lands in a medically induced coma, and when a nurse mistakes

Gemma for his girlfriend, the story takes on a life of its own. For the first time,

Gemma has everything she's ever wanted: friends, big family dinners, and her

crush's brother Griff―a boy who she can be herself around. But how can she

embrace her new dream life when everything is built on a lie?

Miles, Shanna. For All Time. 2021.

Together, Tamar and Fayard have lived a thousand lives,and in each life one

thing remains the same: their love and their fight to be together. One love story

after another. Their only concern is they never get to see how their story ends.

Until now.

Pan, Emily X. R. An Arrow to the Moon. 2022.

Hunter Yee has perfect aim with a bow and arrow, but all else in his life veers

wrong. Luna Chang dreads the future. When she begins to break the rules, she

finds her life upended by the strange new boy in her class, the arrival of unearthly

fireflies, and an ominous crack spreading across the town of Fairbridge. As

Hunter and Luna navigate their families' secrets, everything around them begins

to fall apart. All they can depend on is their love…but time is running out, and

fate will have its way.

Solomon, Rachel Lynn. See You Yesterday. 2022.

Barrett Bloom is hoping college will be a fresh start after a messy high school

experience. But when school begins on September 21st, everything goes wrong.

The next morning, Barrett's perplexed to find that it's September 21st. Again. And

after a confrontation with Miles from Physics 101, she learns she's not alone—he's

been trapped for months. As they start falling for each other, they face the



universe's biggest unanswered question yet: what happens to their relationship if

they finally make it to tomorrow?

Vale, Lillie. Beauty and the Besharam. 2022.

Kavya Joshi has always been told she's a little too ambitious, a little too mouthy,

and overall just a little too much. In one word: besharam. After a breakup, she's

planning to lay low and spend the summer working part time playing princess

roles for childrens' birthday parties. But her plan is shot when she learns that her

nemesis, Ian Jun, will be playing her prince. As the summer heats up, so too does

the romantic tension, until it escalates from a simmer to a full-on burn.

Winters, Julian. Right Where I Left You. 2022.

Isaac is ready to kick off summer. His last before heading off to college in the fall

where he won't have his best friend, Diego.The plan is to go to Legends Con, and

attend his first ever Teen Pride. Just him and Diego. But when an unexpected

run-in with his old crush—distracts him the day tickets go on sale, suddenly he's

two badges short of a perfect summer. When Diego finds out what really

happened that day, Isaac assumes he's upset about missing the convention, but

could Diego have other reasons for avoiding him?

Magical Realism

Gilliland, Raquel Vasquez. How Moon Fuentez Fell in Love with the Universe.

2021.

When her twin sister reaches social media stardom, Moon Fuentez accepts her

fate as the ugly, unwanted sister hidden in the background, destined to be

nothing more than her sister's camerawoman. But this summer, Moon also takes

a job as the "merch girl" on a tour bus full of beautiful influencers and her fate

begins to shift in the best way possible. CW: abuse.

King, A.S. Switch. 2021.

Time has stopped. It's been June 23, 2020, for nearly a year. Truda lives in a

house with a switch that no one ever touches, a switch her father protects every

day by nailing it into hundreds of progressively larger boxes. But Truda's got a

crow bar, and one way or another, she's going to see what happens when she flips

the switch.

McBride, Amber. Me (Moth). 2021.

Moth has lost her family in an accident. Though she lives with her aunt, she feels

alone and uprooted. Until she meets Sani, a boy who is also searching for his

roots. Moth and Sani take a road trip that has them chasing ghosts and searching

for ancestors. A haunting, lyrical novel-in-verse. National Book Award finalist,

Coretta Scott King John Steptoe award winner.

Morris, Brittney. The Cost of Knowing. 2021.

Alex is trying his best, but as much as he tries, he often comes up short. It's hard

to for him to be present when every time he touches an object or person, Alex



sees into its future. And when Alex touches a photo that gives him a vision of his

brother's imminent death, everything changes. CW: self-harm, racism, gun

violence.

Thao, Dustin. You've Reached Sam. 2021.

Julie Clarke has her future all planned out―move out of her small town with her

boyfriend Sam, attend college in the city; spend a summer in Japan. But then

Sam dies. And everything changes. Desperate to hear him one more time, Julie

calls Sam's cell phone just to listen to his voice mail recording. And Sam picks up

the phone.

Fantasy

Anderson, Lily. Scout's Honor. 2022.

Prudence Perry is a legacy Ladybird Scout, born to a family of hunters sworn to

protect humans from mulligrubs. Three years ago, Prue's best friend was killed

during a hunt, so she kissed the Scouts goodbye. But old monster-slaying habits

die hard. When her town is hit with a mysterious wave of demons, Prue knows it's

time to confront the most powerful monster of all: her past. CW: violence.

Bowen, Natasha. Skin of the Sea. 2021.

Simi prayed to the gods, once. Now she serves them as Mami Wata—a

mermaid—collecting the souls of those who die at sea and blessing their journeys

back home. When a living boy is thrown overboard, Simi goes against an ancient

decree and does the unthinkable—she saves his life.Simi must journey to the

Supreme Creator to make amends. But all is not as it seems. There's the boy she

rescued, who knows more than he should. And something is shadowing Simi,

something that would rather see her fail.

Ibanez, Isabel. Together We Burn. 2022.

Zarela Zalvidar is a talented flamenco dancer and daughter of the most famous

Dragonador in Hispalia. Disaster strikes during one celebratory show, and in the

carnage, Zarela's life changes in an instant. When the most talented dragon

hunter left in the land -- the infuriatingly handsome Arturo Díaz de Montserrat --

withholds his help, Zarela cannot take no for an answer. Without him, her world

will burn.

Lim, Elizabeth. Six Crimson Cranes. 2021.

Shiori, the only princess of Kiata, has a secret. Forbidden magic runs through her

veins. After losing control, her stepmother, Raikama takes notice. Raikama

banishes Shiori, turning her brothers into cranes. She warns Shiori that she must

speak of it to no one: for with every word that escapes her lips, one of her

brothers will die. Penniless, voiceless, and alone, Shiori searches for her brothers,

and uncovers a dark conspiracy to seize the throne. CW: abuse, self-harm.

Mafi, Tahereh. This Woven Kingdom. 2022.

To all the world, Alizeh is a disposable servant, not the long-lost heir to an

ancient Jinn kingdom forced to hide in plain sight. The crown prince, Kamran,



has heard the prophecies foretelling the death of his king. But he could never

have imagined that the servant girl with the strange eyes, the girl he can't put out

of his mind, would one day soon uproot his kingdom—and the world.

McLemore, Anna-Marie. Lakelore. 2022.

Everyone who lives near the lake knows the stories about the world underneath

it, an ethereal landscape rumored to be half-air, half-water. But Bastián Silvano

and Lore Garcia are the only ones who've been there. But suddenly, the world

under the lake drifts above the surface. If Bastián and Lore don't want it bringing

their secrets to the surface with it, they have to stop it, and to do that, they have

to work together.

Roux, Madeleine. The Book of Living Secrets. 2022.

No matter how different best friends Adelle and Connie are, one thing they've

always had in common is their love of a little-known gothic romance novel called

Moira. So when the girls are tempted by a mysterious man to enter the world of

the book, they hardly suspect it will work. But suddenly they are in the world of

Moira. Except...all is not how they remembered it. The girls realize that

something dark is lurking behind their foray into fiction - and they will have to

rewrite their own arcs if they hope to escape this nightmare with their lives.

Saft, Allison. A Far Wilder Magic. 2022.

When sharpshooter Margaret Welty spots the legendary hala, the last living

mythical creature, she knows the Halfmoon Hunt will soon follow. Weston

Winters isn't an alchemist―yet. Although they make an unlikely team, they soon

find themselves drawn to each other. As the hunt looms closer and tensions rise,

Margaret and Wes uncover dark magic that could be the key to winning the

hunt―if they survive that long. CW: gore, animal death.

Taylor, Emily J. Hotel Magnifique. 2022.

All her life, Jani has dreamed of Elsewhere, and is just barely scraping by. That is,

until the Hotel Magnifique comes to town and Jani joins the staff. The hotel is

legendary for its whimsical enchantments, and once inside, Jani quickly

discovers her contract is unbreakable and that beneath the marvelous glamor, the

hotel is hiding dangerous secrets.

Science Fiction

He, Joan, The Ones We're Meant to Find. 2021.

Cee has been trapped on an abandoned island for three years without any

recollection of how she arrived, or memories from her life prior. All she knows is

that somewhere out there, beyond the horizon, she has a sister named Kay, and

it's up to Cee to cross the ocean and find her. It's been three months since Cee's

disappearance, and Kasey has given up hope. Logic says that her sister must be

dead. But nevertheless, she decides to retrace Cee's last steps. Where they'll lead

her, she does not know. Her sister was full of secrets. But Kasey has a secret of

her own.



Ishiguro, Kazuo. Klara and the Sun. 2022.

Set in a dystopian future in which some children are genetically engineered for

enhanced academic ability. As schooling is provided entirely at home by

on-screen tutors, opportunities for socialization are limited and parents who can

afford it often buy their children androids as companions. The book is narrated

by one such Artificial Friend (AF) called Klara, who is chosen by a sickly child to

be her companion.

Jackson, Kosoko. Survive the Dome. 2022.

Jamal Lawson just wanted to be a part of something. As an aspiring journalist, he

packs up his camera and heads to Baltimore to document a rally protesting police

brutality after another Black man is murdered. But before it even really begins,

the city implements a new safety protocol...the Dome. The Dome surrounds the

city, forcing those within to subscribe to a total militarized shutdown. No one can

get in, and no one can get out. CW: violence, racism.

Redgate, Riley. Alone out Here. 2022.

The year is 2072. Soon a volcanic eruption will trigger catastrophic devastation,

and the only way out is up. When the apocalypse arrives months ahead of

schedule, First Daughter Leigh Chen and a handful of teens are the only ones to

escape the planet on a space fleet meant to save humankind. This is the new

world: a starship loaded with a catalog of human artifacts, a frozen menagerie of

animal DNA, and fifty-three terrified survivors. As isolation presses in, the

struggle for control will mean the difference between survival and oblivion, and

Leigh must decide whether to stand on the side of the mission or of her own

humanity.

Rivera, Lilliam. We Light Up the Sky. 2021.

Pedro, Luna, and Rafa may attend Fairfax High School together in Los Angeles,

but they run in separate spheres. They find themselves thrown together when an

extraterrestrial visitor lands in their city and takes the form of Luna's cousin

Tasha. As the Visitor causes destruction wherever it goes, the three teens struggle

to survive and warn others of what's coming--because this Visitor is only the first

of many. But who is their true enemy--this alien, or their fellow humans?

Winn, Claire. City of Shattered Light. 2021.

As darkness closes in on the city of Requiem, an heiress and an outlaw must

decide whether to fend for themselves or fight for each other, when an AI is

determined to exploit their darkest memories and deepest secrets. CW: violence,

abuse.

Zhao, Xiran Jay. Iron Widow. 2021.

The boys of Huaxia dream of pairing up with girls to pilot Chrysalises, giant

transforming robots that can battle the mecha aliens that lurk beyond the Great

Wall. It doesn't matter that the girls often die from the mental strain. When

Zetian offers herself up as a concubine-pilot, it's to assassinate the ace male pilot

responsible for her sister's death. But she gets her vengeance in a way nobody

expected—she kills him through the psychic link between pilots and emerges



from the cockpit unscathed. She is labeled an Iron Widow. To tame her

unnerving yet invaluable mental strength, she is paired up with Li Shimin, the

strongest and most controversial male pilot in Huaxia. But now she will miss no

opportunity to leverage their combined might and infamy to stop more girls from

being sacrificed. CW: violence, assault, abuse.

Mystery and Suspense

Boulley, Angeline. Firekeeper's Daughter. New York City, 2021.

Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit in, both in her hometown and on the nearby

Ojibwe reservation.The only bright spot is meeting Jamie, the charming new

recruit on her brother Levi's hockey team. Yet as Daunis falls for Jamie, she

senses he's hiding something. Everything comes to light when Daunis witnesses a

shocking murder, thrusting her into an FBI investigation of a lethal new drug.

Now, as the deceptions―and deaths―keep growing, Daunis must learn how far

she'll go for her community, even if it tears apart the only world she's ever known.

Printz and Morris winner. CW: murder, assault, substance abuse, violence.

Goedjen, Tara. No Beauties or Monsters. 2021.

Rylie hasn't been back to the military base in Twentynine Palms since her father

died. At least her old friends are happy to welcome her home. Well, some of

them, anyway. It turns out Lily is gone, vanished into the desert. To make matters

worse, there are whispers around town of a mysterious killer on the loose. But it

isn't just Twentynine Palms that feels frightening—there's something wrong with

Rylie, too. She's seeing things she can't explain. Visions of monstrous creatures

that stalk the night. Somehow, it all seems to be tied to her grandfather and the

family cabin he left behind. Rylie wants the truth, but she doesn't know if she can

trust herself. Are the monsters in her head really out there? Or could it be that the

deadliest thing in the desert is Rylie herself?

McGinnis, Mindy. The Initial Insult. 2021.

When her parents disappeared seven years ago while driving her best friend

home, Tress lost everything. Felicity has buried what she knows so deeply that

she can't even remember what it is. But Tress has a plan. A Halloween costume

party at an abandoned house provides the ideal situation for Tress to pry the

truth from Felicity—brick by brick—as she slowly seals her former best friend into

a coal chute. Tress will have her answers—or settle for revenge in this Edgar Allen

Poe inspired tale. CW: violence, animal death.

Sharpe, Tess. The Girls I've Been. 2021.

Nora didn't choose a life of deception - she was born into it. As the daughter of a

con artist who targeted criminal men, Nora always had to play a part. But when

her mother fell for one of the men instead of conning him, Nora pulled the

ultimate con herself: escape. For five years Nora's been playing at normal - but

things are far from it when she finds herself held at gunpoint in the middle of a



bank heist, along with Wes (her ex-boyfriend) and Iris (her secret new girlfriend

and mutual friend of Wes ... awkward). Now it will take all of Nora's con artistry

skills to get them out alive. CW: violence, assault.

Sparks, Lily. Teen Killers Club. 2020.

When Signal is wrongly convicted of her best friend Rose's brutal murder, she's

designated a Class A--the most dangerous and manipulative criminal profile. To

avoid prison, she signs on for a secret program for 18-and-under Class As and is

whisked off to an abandoned sleep-away camp, where she and seven bunkmates

will train as assassins. Yet even in the Teen Killers Club, Signal doesn't fit in.

She's squeamish around blood. She's kind and empathetic. And her optimistic

attitude is threatening to turn a group of ragtag maniacs into a team of close-knit

friends. And all the while, the true killer is preparing to strike again. CW:

violence.

Waters, Erica. The River Has Teeth. 2021.

When Natasha's sister disappears, Natasha desperately turns to Della, a local girl

rumored to be a witch, in the hopes that magic will bring her sister home. But

Della has her own secrets to hide--she thinks the beast who's responsible for the

disappearances is her own mother—who was turned into a terrible monster by

magic gone wrong. Natasha is angry. Della has little to lose. Both are each other's

only hope.

Horror

Ames, Alison. To Break a Covenant. 2021.

Moon Basin has been haunted for as long as anyone can remember. It started

when an explosion in the mine killed sixteen people. The disaster made it

impossible to live in town, with underground fires spewing ash into the sky. But

life in New Basin is just as fraught. Clem and Nina form a perfect loop―best

friends forever, and perhaps something more, but two more friends are added to

their circle. The people of New Basin start experiencing strange

phenomena―sleepwalking, night terrors, voices that only they can hear. And no

matter how many vans of ghost hunters roll through, nobody can get to the

bottom of what's really going on. Which is why the girls decide to enter the mine

themselves. CW: body horror, animal death, violence.

Craig, Erin A. Small Favors. 2021.

Ellerie Downing is waiting for something to happen bored with life in her town.

Early town settlers fought off monstrous creatures in the woods, and whispers

that the creatures still exist keep the Downings and their neighbors from

venturing too far. When some townsfolk go missing on a trip to fetch supplies, a

heavy unease settles over the town. Strange activities begin to plague the town,

and as the seasons change, it's clear that something is terribly wrong. CW:

violence, animal death.



Fulton, Victoria, and Faith McClaren. Horror Hotel. 2022.

When the YouTube-famous Ghost Gang—Chrissy, Chase, Emma, and Kiki—visit

a haunted LA hotel notorious for tragedy to secretly film after dark, they expect it

to be just like their previous paranormal huntings. Spooky enough to attract

subscribers—and ultimately harmless. But when they stumble upon something

unexpected in the former room of a gruesome serial killer, they quickly realize

that they're in over their heads. Sometimes, it's the dead who need our help—and

the living we should fear. CW: violence, assault, body horror.

Jackson, Tiffany D. White Smoke. 2021.

The phantoms Marigold's old life keep haunting her, but a move with her newly

blended family from their small California beach town to the embattled

Midwestern city of Cedarville might be the fresh start she needs. Her mom has

accepted a new job with the Sterling Foundation that comes with a free house.

Soon, household items vanish, doors open on their own, lights turn off, shadows

walk past rooms, voices can be heard in the walls, and there's a foul smell seeping

through the vents only Mari seems to notice. As the house closes in, Mari learns

that the danger isn't limited to Maple Street. Cedarville has its secrets, too. And

secrets always find their way through the cracks. CW: violence, racism.

Moldavsky, Goldy. The Mary Shelley Club. 2021.

New girl Rachel Chavez turns to horror movies for comfort, preferring stabby

serial killers and homicidal dolls to the bored rich kids of Manhattan Prep...and

to certain memories she'd preferred to keep buried. Then Rachel is recruited by

the Mary Shelley Club, a mysterious society of students who orchestrate Fear

Tests, elaborate pranks inspired by urban legends and movie tropes. At first,

Rachel embraces the power that comes with reckless pranking. But as the Fear

Tests escalate, the competition turns deadly, and it's clear Rachel is playing a

game she can't afford to lose. CW: violence.

Perkins, Stephanie. Woods Are Always Watching. 2021.

Best friends Neena and Josie spent high school as outsiders, but at least they had

each other. Now, with college and a two-thousand-mile separation looming on

the horizon, they have one last chance to be together—a three-day hike deep into

the woods of the Pisgah National Forest. Simmering tensions lead to a detour off

the trail and straight into a waking nightmare … and then into something far

worse. Something that will test them in horrifying ways. CW: violence.

Sutherland, Krystal. House of Hollow. 2022.

Iris Hollow and her two older sisters are unquestionably strange. As children,

they disappeared on a Scottish city street only to return a month later with no

memory of what had happened to them or where they'd been. More troubling,

their appearance began to change: their blue eyes now black, their dark hair now

white. And as they grew older, odd, eerie occurrences seemed to follow in their

wake. Ten years later, one of her sisters disappears again and Iris quickly realizes

that the story she's been told about their past is unraveling and the world that



returned them seemingly unharmed ten years ago might just be calling them back

again. CW: assault, body horror, violence, self-harm.

Historical Fiction

Attah, Ayesha Harruna. The Deep Blue between. 2022.

Twin sisters Hassana and Husseina have always shared their lives. But after a

raid on their village in 1892, the twins are torn apart. Taken in different

directions, far from their home in rural West Africa, each sister finds freedom

and a new start. Hassana settles in in the city of Accra, where she throws herself

into working for political and social change. Husseina travels to Salvador, Brazil,

where she becomes immersed in faith, worshipping spirits that bridge the

motherland and the new world. Separated by an ocean, they forge new families,

ward off dangers, and begin to truly know themselves. But will they ever manage

to find each other again?

Jordan, Sophie. Sixteen Scandals. 2021.

The youngest of four daughters, Primrose Ainsworth is used to getting lost in the

shuffle. But when her parents decide to delay her debut into English society, Prim

hatches a plan to go rogue on the night of her sixteenth birthday. Donning a

mask, Prim escapes to the infamous Vauxhall Gardens for one wild night. When

her cover is nearly blown, a mysterious stranger intercedes, and Prim finds an

unexpected partner in mischief . . . and romance. But when it's revealed her new

ally isn't who he says he is, her one night of fun may last past dawn. CW:

attempted assault.

Lo, Malinda. Last Night at the Telegraph Club. 2022.

Lily Hu can't remember exactly when the feeling took root—that desire to look, to

move closer, to touch. Whenever it started growing, it definitely bloomed the

moment she and Kathleen Miller walked under the flashing neon sign of a lesbian

bar called the Telegraph Club. Suddenly everything seemed possible. But America

in 1954 is not a safe place for two girls to fall in love, especially not in Chinatown.

With deportation looming over her father—despite his hard-won citizenship—Lily

and Kath risk everything to let their love see the light of day. Printz honor,

Stonewall honor, National Book Award Winner. CW: racism, homophobia.

Locke, Katherine. This Rebel Heart. 2022.

In the middle of Budapest, there is a river. Csilla knows the river is magic. During

WWII, the river kept her family safe when they needed it most--safe from the

Holocaust. But that was before the Communists seized power. Before her parents

were murdered by the Soviet police. Before Csilla knew things about her father's

legacy that she wishes she could forget. As protests in other countries spur talk of

a larger revolution in Hungary, Csilla must decide if she believes in the promise

and magic of her deeply flawed country enough to risk her life to help save it, or if

she should let it burn to the ground.

O'Neil, Carolyn Tara. Daughters of a Dead Empire. 2022.



Russia, 1918: With the execution of Tsar Nicholas, the empire crumbles and

Russia is on the edge of civil war―the poor are devouring the rich. Anna, a

bourgeois girl, narrowly escaped the massacre of her entire family in

Yekaterinburg. Desperate to get away from the Bolsheviks, she offers a peasant

girl a diamond to take her as far south as possible―not realizing that the girl is a

communist herself. With her brother in desperate need of a doctor, Evgenia

accepts Anna's offer and suddenly finds herself on the wrong side of the war.

Anna is being hunted by the Bolsheviks, and now―regardless of her

loyalties―Evgenia is too. CW: violence.

Rijckeghem, Jean-Claude Van. Ironhead, Or, Once a Young Lady. Translated by

Kristen Gehrman, 2022.

Constance is not interested in marriage or in being a "young lady." But for a

young woman coming of age in the early 1800s, that's just about all that's

available to her. When her parents arrange her a marriage with a man more than

twice her age, she's powerless to resist. Stance couldn't possibly find her

newfound husband less appealing, but what can she do? Here's what: she can slip

out of their bed in the middle of the night, and she can put on his clothes. She can

look in the mirror and like what she sees. She can sneak out of the house before

dawn and visit the baker's scrawny son, who has just been drafted into the army,

and offer to take his place. CW: violence.

Sepetys, Ruta. I Must Betray You. 2022.

Romania, 1989. Communist regimes are crumbling across Europe. Cristian

Florescu dreams of becoming a writer, but Romanians aren't free to dream; they

are bound by rules and force. Amidst the tyrannical dictatorship of Nicolae

Ceaușescu in a country governed by isolation and fear, Cristian is blackmailed by

the secret police to become an informer. He's left with only two choices: betray

everyone and everything he loves—or use his position to creatively undermine the

most notoriously evil dictator in Eastern Europe. What is the cost of freedom?

CW: genocide, violence, murder.

Graphic Novels

Becker, Harmony. Himawari House. 2021.

Living in a new country is no walk in the park―Nao, Hyejung, and Tina can all

attest to that. The three of them became fast friends through living together in

the Himawari House in Tokyo and attending the same Japanese cram school.

Nao came to Japan to reconnect with her Japanese heritage, while Hyejung and

Tina came to find freedom and their own paths. Though each of them has her

own motivations and challenges, they all deal with language barriers, being a fish

out of water, self discovery, love, and family.

Delliquanti, Blue. Across a Field of Starlight. 2022.



When they were kids, Fassen's fighter spaceship crash-landed on a planet that

Lu's survey force was exploring. Lu and Fassen are from different worlds and

separate solar systems. But their friendship keeps them in each other's orbit as

they grow up. They stay in contact in secret as their communities are increasingly

threatened by the omnipresent, ever-expanding empire. As the empire begins a

new attack against Fassen's people--and discovers Lu's in the process--the two of

them have the chance to reunite at last. They finally are able to be together...but

at what cost? CW: animal death, violence.

Fahmy, Huda. Huda F Are You. 2021.

When Huda and her family move to Dearborn, Michigan, she finds that suddenly

she is far from being the only hijabi in her school--and she fears that her

personality was defined by being different due to her hijab. A hilarious

fictionalized graphic memoir about one girl's quest to discover who she really is.

Page, Nathan, and Drew Shannon. The Witch's Hand. 2020.

Pete and Alastair Montague are just a couple of mystery-solving twins, living an

ordinary life. Or so they thought. After a strange storm erupts on a visit to the

beach, they discover there is more to their detective skills than they had thought.

Their guardian, David Faber, a once prominent professor, has been keeping

secrets about their parents and what the boys are truly capable of. At the same

time, three girls go missing after casting a mysterious spell, which sets in motion

a chain of events that takes their small town down an unexpected path. With the

help of David's daughter, Charlie, they discover there are forces at work that they

never could have imagined, which will impact their lives forever. CW: abuse,

violence.

Shammas, Nadia. Squire. 2022.

Aiza has always dreamt of becoming a Knight. It's the highest military honor in

the once-great Bayt-Sajji Empire, and as a member of the subjugated Ornu

people, Knighthood is her only path to full citizenship. Ravaged by famine and

mounting tensions, Bayt-Sajji finds itself on the brink of war once again, so Aiza

can finally enlist in the competitive Squire training program. As the pressure

mounts, Aiza realizes that the "greater good" that Bayt-Sajji's military promises

might not include her, and that the recruits might be in greater danger than she

ever imagined.

Stevenson, ND. The Fire Never Goes Out: A Memoir in Pictures. 2021.

In a collection of essays and personal mini-comics that span eight years of his

young adult life, author-illustrator ND Stevenson charts the highs and lows of

being a creative human in the world. Whether it's hearing the wrong name called

at his art school graduation ceremony or becoming a National Book Award

finalist for his debut graphic novel, Nimona, ND captures the little and big

moments that make up a real life, with a wit, wisdom, and vulnerability that are

all his own.

Tokuda-Hall, Maggie, and Lisa Sterle. Squad. 2021.



When Becca transfers to a high school in an elite San Francisco suburb, she's

worried she's not going to fit in. To her surprise, she's immediately adopted by

the most popular girls in school. At first glance, Marley, Arianna, and Mandy are

perfect. But at a party under a full moon, Becca learns that they also have a big

secret. Becca's new friends are werewolves. Their prey? Slimy boys who take

advantage of unsuspecting girls. Eager to be accepted, Becca allows her friends to

turn her into a werewolf, and finally, for the first time in her life, she feels like she

truly belongs. But then things get complicated. CW: violence.

Zabarsky, Jessi. Coming Back. 2022.

Preet is magic. Valissa is not. Everyone in their village has magic in their bones,

and Preet is the strongest of them all. Without any power of her own, how can

Valissa ever be worthy of Preet's love? When their home is attacked, Valissa has a

chance to prove herself, but that means leaving Preet behind. On her own for the

first time, Preet breaks the village's most sacred laws and is rejected from the

only home she's ever known and sent into a new world. Divided by different

paths, insecurities, and distance, will Valissa and Preet be able to find their way

back to each other?

Nonfiction

Acevedo, Elizabeth. Inheritance: A Visual Poem. 2022.

They tell me to "fix" my hair. And by fix, they mean straighten, they mean

whiten; but how do you fix this shipwrecked history of hair? In her most famous

spoken-word poem, Elizabeth Acevedo embraces all the complexities of Black

hair and Afro-Latinidad—the history, pain, pride, and powerful love of that

inheritance.

Colbert, Brandy. Black Birds in the Sky: The Story and Legacy of the 1921 Tulsa

Race Massacre. 2021.

In the early morning of June 1, 1921, a white mob marched across the train tracks

in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and into its predominantly Black Greenwood District—a

thriving, affluent neighborhood known as America's Black Wall Street. They

brought with them firearms, gasoline, and explosives. In a few short hours, they'd

razed thirty-five square blocks to the ground, leaving hundreds dead. The Tulsa

Race Massacre is one of the most devastating acts of racial violence in US history.

But how did it come to pass? What exactly happened? And why are the events

unknown to so many of us today? CW: racism, violence.

Farrell, Mary Cronk. Close-up on War: The Story of Pioneering Photojournalist

Catherine Leroy in Vietnam. 2022.

Although she had no formal photographic training and had never traveled more

than a few hundred miles from Paris before, Catherine Leroy left home at age 21

to travel to Vietnam and document the faces of war. Despite being told that

women didn't belong in a "man's world," she was cool under fire, gravitated

toward the thickest battles, went along on the soldiers' slogs through the heat and



mud of the jungle, crawled through rice paddies, and became the only official

photojournalist to parachute into combat with American soldiers. Leroy took

striking photos that gave America no choice but to look at the realities of

war—showing what it did to people on both sides—from wounded soldiers to

civilian casualties. CW:violence.

Fleming, Candace. Murder among Friends: How Leopold and Loeb Tried to

Commit the Perfect Crime. 2022.

How did two teenagers brutally murder an innocent child...and why? And how

did their brilliant lawyer save them from the death penalty in 1920s Chicago?

This is a compulsively readable true-crime story based on an event dubbed the

"crime of the century." CW: violence, murder.

Seltzer, Olivia. Cramm This Book: So You Know WTF Is Going on in the World

Today. 2022.

Today's world can feel like a seriously confusing mess. Headlines and

newscasters and posts are coming at us from all sides, each talking about the

latest issues and injustices, and everyone with their own opinion on how to solve

the problems of the day. It's enough to make anyone's mind melt. Right? Enter:

Cramm This Book, your one-stop-shop for the scoop behind the scoop of the day.


