
 

Form VII Humanities Summer Reading 

Questions: Sarah Brand 
sbrand@columbusschoolforgirls.org 

1. Read Tiger, Tiger by Lynn Reid Banks 

 

Book Description from http://www.lynnereidbanks.com/books/tiger_tiger.html  

 

Twin tiger cubs, snatched from their native jungle, are shipped to Rome, where, on Caesar’s orders, they 
are ruthlessly separated. One cub is destined to be Princess Aurelia's pampered pet, and the other is 
bound for the Coliseum, to become a star performer in the famous circus where wild beasts and 
gladiators compete. When Aurelia falls in love with the slave who works in the emperor’s menagerie, her 
father’s fury threatens more than the brother tigers. Can anyone win their freedom? 
 
'A gripping, heartfelt tale of twin tigers set in Ancient Rome' 
Amanda Craig, The Times 
 

2. Pick one of the following project options to complete after reading 

Tiger, Tiger. 

 
Option 1: Interview a Character 
 

Compose six to eight questions to ask the main character. Next, write the character's response to each 

question. The questions and answers should provide information that shows a complete understanding of 

the conflicts and plot of the book. Each answer should be a paragraph (4-7 sentences).  

 
Option 2: Song playlist 
 
Create a playlist that matches the plot and themes of Tiger, Tiger. You should include at least TEN song 
titles and write a paragraph (4-7 sentences) about why each song is appropriate for your book.  
 
Option 3:  Script It!  

 
Write a movie script for a favorite scene in Tiger, Tiger. At the top of the script, you should include 
pictures of the actors and explain which characters they are portraying. You may assign real-life TV or 
movie stars to play each role. Your script should be at least two pages, Times New Roman, double 
spaced, 12-point font. You may also act out your scene and record it, but you are not required to do this.  
 
 

3. Read two books from the list provided** 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lynnereidbanks.com/books/tiger_tiger.html
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4. Complete a “mini-book project” for ONE of your books of choice 

a. Your book should be on paper, cardboard, poster board, etc. and should have 8 pages 
(including the front and back covers).   

b. On the front cover, illustrate cover art for your book and write the title and author of the 
book as well.  

c. On the next page (back side of your cover) write the bibliographic information for your 
book: publisher, where the book was published, and the copyright date.  This would be a 
good place to put your name as well. You may use Noodle Tools for this citation. 

d. The next page (front side of the page) should contain a “book review.” This book review 
should be at least a paragraph (4-7 sentences) about what you thought of the book. Be 
specific about why or why not you would recommend it. 

e. The main “spread” (two facing pages) of your mini-book should contain an illustration of 
your favorite part of the novel, along with an explanation telling why it is your favorite part. 

f. The next page after that should be used to write and define five words from the book 
whose definitions you did not know (please include page numbers next to the words). 

g. The inside of the back cover should be used to write a brief “about the author” 
paragraph.  This information should be about the author of the book you read, not the 
author of the mini-book…which would be you! 

h. On the back cover, write a teaser for the book that would entice others to read it.  Think of 
this part as if you were trying to “sell” the novel to others (… “a fascinating tale of 
romance, chivalry, and intrigue”…etc.). 

 

Book List 

**All of the following books have themes about identity that will be part of the first unit of study** 

Fever 1793  

by Laurie Halse Anderson  

It's late summer 1793, and the streets of Philadelphia are abuzz with mosquitoes and rumors of fever. 

Down near the docks, many have taken ill, and the fatalities are mounting. Now they include Polly, the 

serving girl at the Cook Coffeehouse. But fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook doesn't get a moment to mourn 

the passing of her childhood playmate. New customers have overrun her family's coffee shop, located far 

from the mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns of fever are all but overshadowed by dreams of 

growing her family's small business into a thriving enterprise. But when the fever begins to strike closer to 

home, Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way to a new fight-the fight to stay alive.  

Tuck Everlasting 

by Natalie Babbitt 

Doomed to - or blessed with - eternal life after drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck family wanders 

about trying to live as inconspicuously and comfortably as they can. When ten-year-old Winnie Foster 

stumbles on their secret, the Tucks take her home and explain why living forever at one age is less a 

blessing that it might seem. Complications arise when Winnie is followed by a stranger who wants to 

market the spring water for a fortune  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10003.Laurie_Halse_Anderson
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Wrinkle in Time 

by Madeleine L'Engle  

It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother had come 

down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing 

stranger.  

 

"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft and blown 

off course. Let me be on my way. Speaking of way, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract". 

 

Meg's father had been experimenting with this fifth dimension of time travel when he mysteriously 

disappeared. Now the time has come for Meg, her friend Calvin, and Charles Wallace to rescue him. But 

can they outwit the forces of evil they will encounter on their heart-stopping journey through space? 

 

The Hobbit 

by J.R.R. Tolkien  

In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the ends of worms and 

an oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to eat: it was a hobbit-

hole, and that means comfort. 

 

Written for J.R.R. Tolkien’s own children, The Hobbit met with instant critical acclaim when it was first 

published in 1937. Now recognized as a timeless classic, this introduction to the hobbit Bilbo Baggins, the 

wizard Gandalf, Gollum, and the spectacular world of Middle-earth recounts of the adventures of a 

reluctant hero, a powerful and dangerous ring, and the cruel dragon Smaug the Magnificent. The text in 

this 372-page paperback edition is based on that first published in Great Britain by Collins Modern 

Classics (1998), and includes a note on the text by Douglas A. Anderson (2001). Unforgettable! 

Walk Two Moons 

by Sharon Creech  

"How about a story? Spin us a yarn." 

Instantly, Phoebe Winterbottom came to mind. "I could tell you an extensively strange story," I warned. 

"Oh, good!" Gram said. "Delicious!" 

And that is how I happened to tell them about Phoebe, her disappearing mother, and the lunatic. 

 

As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold — the 

story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with her missing mother. 

 

In her own award-winning style, Sharon Creech intricately weaves together two tales, one funny, one 

bittersweet, to create a heartwarming, compelling, and utterly moving story of love, loss, and the 

complexity of human emotion. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/106.Madeleine_L_Engle
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/656983.J_R_R_Tolkien
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11633.Sharon_Creech
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A Wizard of Earthsea (Earthsea Cycle #1)  

by Ursula K. Le Guin  

Ged, the greatest sorcerer in all Earthsea, was called Sparrowhawk in his reckless youth.  

 

Hungry for power and knowledge, Sparrowhawk tampered with long-held secrets and loosed a terrible 

shadow upon the world. This is the tale of his testing, how he mastered the mighty words of power, tamed 

an ancient dragon, and crossed death's threshold to restore the balance. 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

By Sherman Alexie 

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the 

Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled 

school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school 

mascot. 

 

Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is 

based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the 

character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to 

break away from the life he was destined to live. 

*** Be prepared to answer questions on the second book when you come back to school*** 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/series/40909-earthsea-cycle
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/874602.Ursula_K_Le_Guin

