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Study Questions - 1984

When George Orwell's novel, 1984, was published in 1949, it gained instant notoriety.  Some saw
it as a true vision of Stalin's Soviet Union, a condemnation of totalitarianism, a study of power and
its abuse through propaganda and terror.  Others viewed it as a cautionary tale of the future, a society
without moral direction, willing to be dominated by its technology and the image of “Big Brother.” 
The book stands today as a classic, some would say sarcastic, description of repression and human
frailty.  It is a work which demands thought and seeks reasoned evaluation.

After reading 1984, please analyze the book and develop answers to the following questions.  You
may attend to other themes or issues as well, but make sure you focus the assignment around the
questions presented below:

1) What are some of the primary themes present in 1984?  Please address the particular themes
of love, technology, and revolt.  How are love and human relationships viewed by Orwell in
the society of 1984?  To what extent is ideology the basis of revolt?  Or is revolt based
around other principles?  

2) What is the function of technology in 1984?  How has technology been perverted in 1984 and
what technological problems are still being studied at that time?  

3) How are classes structured in the society of 1984?  What is the Inner Party and what is the
Outer Party?  What is the function of the Proles in the society of 1984?  What is meant by
the slogan, “Proles and Animals are Free?”  Is Winston Smith a sane man in an insane
society?  Or is the world of 1984 incredibly logical in its demands on and control of human
beings?  

4) Who is Emanuel Goldstein and why does he exist?  What are some of the lessons of his book
The Theory and Practice of Oligarchical Collectivism?  Why does Orwell represent the
society of 1984 as being in a state of perpetual war with as yet no decisive victory?  Why is
it so important to control history?  What value, then, does history have?

5) Compare the lessons of 1984 with those that you discovered in James Clavell's The
Children's Story.  What advice do you have for our democracy?

This paper should be typewritten and should run about 5-8 pages (and no more!).  Be sure
to cite page numbers (parenthetically in the text) in support of quotations or ideas.


